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T HE

GOD’S MISSION FOR TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO LOVE HIM FULLY AND FOLLOW HIM FAITHFULLY.

The Pastor’s Perspective
Dr. Reggie Bridges

Wow! It is hard to believe that this coming Sunday is our “Welcome basic to all Baptist work. We must not take the task of Sunday School
Back Sunday.” No doubt, you have probably already noticed the lightly. Much of our growth of the church depends upon a healthy,
increased population/traffic in Ruston as the university begins a new growing, and functioning Sunday School organization.” How his
fall quarter. (NOTE: For your own safety, you might want to avoid words still echo in the life and ministry of our congregation!
downtown until these new Tech students figure out the one-way Sunday School is still just as important for us today as it was in Mr.
streets!) I love this time of year as it gives us new opportunities for Leamon’s day. And that is why it is important for us to make every

ministry and growth. Our whole church can sense the excitement of effort this week to reach out to our class members/prospects and
this season; and, hopefully, we are praying that the Lord will use us encourage them to join us! Class leaders, please look down your class
in a mighty way to make a difference in people’s lives.

roll and contact the people that God has placed under your care. All

I am especially grateful that we can use this moment to (re)encourage class members, think of those (members/prospects) you can touch
individuals to join us in Sunday School. You have heard me say that base with, and make it a point to visit with them in some way this
the Sunday School ministry is the lynchpin that connects us together. week. Let’s make this a true “Welcome Back Sunday”!
Indeed, I am convinced that it is more important for people to attend Leamon closed his remarks with a sobering, straightforward appeal:
that small group setting than for them to attend the larger worship “Can you imagine what would happen to our church if we fail in any one
event itself. Sounds crazy for a preacher who preaches in the worship of the responsibilities of the Sunday School? Suppose we quit reaching
services to say that, doesn’t it?” Yet, study after study reveals that people! We soon would have no church. Suppose we stop teaching

individuals need that smaller community to study/assimilate/reach/ the Bible! Suppose no one was ever won to the saving knowledge of
care effectively.
Christ! What would happen if we fail to provide opportunities for
Some years ago, Leamon Best, our Sunday School Director at the service for our people? . . . Without a functioning Sunday School, our
time, underscored the significance of Sunday School and its work. He church could never be what it was meant to be.” Friends, let’s be both
declared, “The Sunday School has been entrusted with the teaching punctual and functional this week as we commit ourselves once more
of God’s Word. This organization carries the heaviest responsibility to the small group ministry of teaching, reaching, and caring that we
of the church. It has been assigned the task of reaching the people, call Sunday School. It is going to be a great day as the Lord works!
teaching the people, winning them, and developing them. This is See you then!

FROM THE RECORDS OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2019

Worship Attendance

Sunday School
Attendance

‘19

Sunday, September 1, 2019
Budget

$62,452.07

9 a.m. Blended
Worship Service

525

9 a.m. First Steps

70

9 a.m. the gathering
Worship Service

159

9 a.m. Sunday School

113

11:15 a.m. the gathering
Worship Service

10:30 a.m. First Steps

96

229

Preschool Ministry ~ First Steps

10:30 a.m. Sunday School

607

Bible stories and Bible-learning activities

The Springs Worship Service

38

Off Campus

93

for our preschoolers (Babies-Kindergarten).

Combined Morning Total

951

Total

979

Sundays 9-11:30 a.m.

Share the Light

$830.00

The Journey Place
Tiny Trekkers & Summit Kids
Sally Hearn

These are exciting days as we begin our new Sunday schedule and kick off a new year in M3 and WEEkday Ministry. We
are so blessed with an amazing team of leaders in all areas. I am thankful for each one of you who leads our children so
well each week. Thank you for your dedication and commitment. What a joy it is to see our children learning God’s Word
and growing in their walk with Him.
This past Sunday, we began our new “First Steps” Ministry. Our preschoolers, babies-kindergarten, will be cared
for and learning from 9-11:30 a.m. on Sundays while parents are in Sunday School and Worship. This extended time
will allow us more opportunity to share the love of Jesus with our preschoolers.
Children’s Ministry (Grades 1-5) will have our annual competition for the Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home Fall
Food Round-Up. Bring your cans to Sunday School on September 8 or 15. The class with the most cans will have
donuts on September 22.

Fall Food Roundup for Louisiana Baptist
Children’s Home and Family Ministries
September 1-15
A collection to supplement food cost for the Children’s Home.
A list of needed items is located around the church
or at fallfood.temple.life.

Wednesday, September 11
4-8 p.m. | Rooms 76 & 81
Goal: 15 Units
If we meet our goal, Temple members who
need blood will move to the top of the list.
Everyone come and give.
Let’s make and even exceed our goal!

What is “The Compassion Experience?”
Hosted by Temple Baptist Church
Friday, September 20-Monday, September 23

Myrtle King Lunch Bunch

Thursday, September 12 | 12 p.m.| Fellowship Hall
Lunch provided. Guest Speaker: Jason Walsworth
Bring items for Women’s Prison Ministry.

Senior Adult Luncheon

Tuesday, September 17 | 11:45 a.m. | Fellowship Hall
Speaker: Becky Brown from Richland, MS

An interactive journey where you will see and hear, firsthand,
the testimony of a child who has found hope amid
the challenges of extreme poverty.
Register to attend at compassion.temple.life.

Volunteer for “The Compassion Experience”

We need volunteers to welcome guests, set up iPods,
assist in the World Impact Room to make this an impactful
event for our community. To volunteer or find out
more information go to compassion.temple.life.

Temple’s Newest Membership Candidate:
James Hancock

the family of Aubrey Carter, father of
Bruce (Gay) Carter; the family of Harvey
Hoffman, grandfather of Madison
Hoffman; the family of Karen Webb, mother of Anna
Webb and grandmother of Taylor and Tyler Roller.

Women's Fall Bible Study
Tuesdays, October 1-November 5

Puerto Rico Mission Trip ~ January 25-31, 2020
Interest Meeting: Wednesday, September 18
6:45 p.m. | Room 76
Mission: Puerto Rico Rebuild!
Work alongside local churches to help
needy families in the afternath of Hurricane Maria.

9:30-11:30 a.m. | Room 275
Detours by Tony Evans
6-session Bible Study taught by Linda Spivey
Sign up in Sunday School.

Contact: Ben Jernigan, ben@temple.life, 255-3745

“God’s way of moving you from where you are to where
He wants you to be.” A Biblical account of Joseph.

Rodney and Beverly Johnson on the birth of their
great-granddaughter, Scarlett Elizabeth Dial.

Congratulations to:

Education & Administration News
Jason Walsworth

Home Bible Studies begin September 15: I am very excited about our study this year called Downpour. I have
watched the videos and they are very good. Your Sunday school class should be hosting a group and doing this study on
Sundays from 5:30-6:30 p.m. The focus of the study is on personal revival. I know you will be blessed by it! We will meet
for 5 weeks with our last meeting on October 13. If you are leading a group, the books and DVDs are ready to be picked up.
Childcare is available, but reservations are needed. Sign up in Sunday School or in The Journey Place Office (Drop off for
childcare is 5:15 p.m. and pick up is 6:45 p.m.). Pray for the Lord to use this time as we gather and seek Him.
9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Sunday School: Our first Sunday went well with the new schedule change. I want to encourage
you to try out some of our new 9 a.m. Sunday School groups if you attend the gathering or if are looking for a new group.
This is also a great time to invite some friends to church. New people like coming to new groups! Thanks for taking it all
in stride, and please let me know if your class needs anything. Below are the classrooms and teachers for our new 9 a.m.
groups.
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

First Steps (Preschool) - The Journey Place first floor, Babies-Kindergarten
Children - The Journey Place second floor, Grades 1-5
Youth - Youth Room, Grades 6-12
College - Fellowship Hall
Young Adult 1 - Room 251, 20s couples taught by Jim and Margaret Davison
Young Adult 2 - Room 231, 20s couples and singles taught by Brandon Williams
Young Adult 4 - Room 215, 30s couples taught by Daniel Reynolds
Adult 12 - Room 270, 40s couples taught by Jeff Robinson
Adult 9 - Room 277, Median Adults taught by Jerome Vascocu
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Deacons of the Week —September 8-14
Gabe Hogan & Don Hogan
Phone: (318) 255-3745 • Fax: (318) 255-0134
Website: temple.life

Week-at-a-Glance
LA Baptist Children’s Home Fall Food Round-Up ~ September 1-15
Sunday, September 8 ~ Welcome Back Sunday
9 a.m. - Blended Worship (Sanctuary); the gathering Worship (GS);
Sunday School for all ages
10:30 a.m. - the gathering Worship (GS); Sunday School for all ages
12:15 a.m. - temple-tech Welcome Lunch (FH)
5 p.m. - The Springs Worship (The Springs)
6 p.m. - Evening Worship (Chapel); temple-tech Sunday Night Supper;

Vision:

To become authentic, loving followers of Jesus,
who are experiencing life transformation through God’s Word,
For the purpose of impacting our world.

High School Worhip (Youth Rm)
Wednesday, September 11
9 a.m. - Quilting/Sewing (FH); Friendship International (Rm 76)
4 p.m. - Blood Drive (Rm 76)
5 p.m. - Family Night Meal (FH; Menu: Fried & Baked Fish; Cost: $4/person,
$2/child under 8, $12 max/family); The Springs Small Group (The Springs)
5:45 p.m. - Children’s M3 (Missions, Music, & More!) (JP); Christ-Centered
Parenting (Rm 49); Financial Peace University (Rm 275)
6 p.m. - Prayer Meeting/Bible Study (FH); GROW Visitation - RED TEAM (FH);
Junior High Worship (Youth Rm)
6:45 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
7 p.m. - temple-tech Freshmen Bible Study (Rm 216)
8 p.m. - temple-tech Midweek (GS)
Thursday, September 12
12 p.m. - Myrtle King Lunch Bunch (FH)
6 p.m. - Young Adult Worship Night (Jacob Ambrose Home)

Core Values:

Authoritative Truth • Strengthening Worship

Authentic Community • Intentional Transformation
Hands-On Missions • Relational Evangelism
Compassionate Servanthood

Family Life Center Hours: Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday: 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Wednesday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Friday: 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
The Journey Place Playscape Hours: Monday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday: 2:30-5 p.m.; Friday: 9 a.m.-11 a.m.
Media Center Hours: Sunday: 8:15-9 a.m.; 10:30-11 a.m.; Wednesday: 9 a.m.-12 p.m.; 1:30-5 p.m.
Broadcast: Sundays at 9 a.m. Channel 11 (KAQY)

