
By Dale Oden
Isn’t God good?

We have been
blessed in so many
ways as individuals,
a church, and a
nation. 

I am so grateful to
have been a part of
Temple Baptist
Church for 43 years
as of Feb. 2. 

The Oden family
moved to Ruston on
Angela’s first birth-
day. It has been a joy
to serve with all of
you through the
years. 

Thank you for the
love you have shown
to us. We have been
touched by your
encouragement and

your support of our
family, especially in
the past few months.
God’s grace has sus-
tained us, and your
prayers have been
felt day by day.

Our January
luncheon was well
attended. The food
table was loaded
with all kinds of deli-

cious vegetables,
corn bread and sal-
ads. 

Thanks to our
“kitchen crew” for
cooking up some
tasty fried chicken. 

Thanks to Zack
Husser for blessing
us with his singing
and his testimony.
He did a great job. 

He is a talented
young man. And
thank you for your
encouragement to
this newest member
of the Temple staff.

You are invited to
this month’s lunch-
eon, which will be
held on Tuesday,
Feb. 19, at 11:45
a.m. in the Fellow-
ship Hall. 

Come join us for a
great time of fellow-
ship and inspiration.
The program this
month will be pre-
sented by Nancy
Futrell Berlin. 

Nancy is the
daughter of our own
Ann Futrell. Nancy
grew up at Temple
Baptist and is a grad-
uate of Louisiana
Tech University. She
is a wonderful musi-
cian. 

Invite someone to
come join you for the
luncheon. Don’t for-
get, we need you to

fill the tables with
vegetables, salads
and desserts. 

In just a little over
a month from now,
73 of us of will
depart for Greece,
Turkey and Italy. 

We will follow the
“Footsteps of Paul”
as he journeyed in
that area spreading
the Gospel. Having
been on this journey
six years ago, I am
excited to take this
trip again. 

Our March lunch-
eon will be moved up
to Tuesday, March
12, since I will be
leaving with the
group on March 19.

Speaking of trips,
Dr. Reggie and I
would love to have a
good group to go
with us to Oberam-
mergau, Germany, in
May 2020 to see the
Passion Play. 

Brochures are
available in the
Church Office. It is a
wonderful perform-
ance by a community
that has been present-
ed every 10 years for
hundreds of years.

I am planning on a
Branson trip later
this year. Be watch-
ing for the details
soon. It will probably
in the late fall.
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We have investigated a num-
ber of candidates for the min-
istry, but we regret to report that
none seem suitable. 

Here are the names and com-
ments of those we have consid-
ered so far:

Noah — had 120 years of
preaching experience, but not a
single convert.   

Moses — Stutters. Also loses
his temper. Can be very violent.    

Abraham — Goes to Egypt in
hard times. Known to lie when in
trouble.          

David — Immoral! Might be
considered for Minister of
Music, if he had not fallen. 

Solomon — A reputation for
wisdom, but does not practice
what he preaches. 

Elijah —  Inconsistent.  Folds
when under pressure. Retreats
into caves.                       

Isaiah —  Has unclean lips;
admitted so in a worship service.  

Jeremiah — Too emotional.
Cries a lot. Alarmist.  “Pain in the
neck,” some say. 

Amos — No seminary train-

ing.  Should stick to picking figs.  
John the Baptist — Popular,

but lacks tact and dresses like a
hippie. Considering his diet, he
would not be happy at church
suppers.                                      

Peter — Actually denied he
knew Christ. Could not lead
evangelism committee. 

Paul — Preaches well, but
contemptible appearance. Long
sermons, people sleep and injure
themselves.                                 

Timothy — Has potential.
Background questionable. Too
young.                                     

Jesus — Offends large seg-
ments of the audience when he
preaches. Very controversial.  He
even offended the search com-
mittee.                                        

Judas — Practical.  Leader-
ship abilities.  Served on an exec-
utive committee. Good with
money. Conservative spender.
Cares for the poor. We were
ready to make him our choice
when he suddenly died. You
never know about some people.

— From Fred Benefield

Ministry prospects have problems

Odens celebrate 43 years at Temple
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The Power of Prayer
Lord, what a change within us one short 

hour 
Spent in Thy presence will avail to 

make! 
What heavy burdens from our bosoms 

take! 
What parched grounds refresh as with a 

shower! 
We kneel, and all around us seem to 

lower; 
We rise, and all, the distant and the near, 
Stands forth in sunny outline, brave and 

clear; 
We kneel, how weak; we rise, how full of

power! 
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves 

this wrong, 
Or others — that we are not always 

strong —
That we are sometimes overborne with 

care — 
That we should ever weak or heartless be, 
Anxious or troubled — when with us is 

prayer, 
And joy and strength and courage are 

with Thee?
— Richard C. French

When Leonardo da Vinci re-
solved to paint the Last Supper,
he threw all his energies into the
work. 

He labored early and late. No
pains were spared by him. 

He pondered devoutly those
pages of the New Testament
which record the first sacramen-
tal feast, in order that he might
do his best to realize and repro-
duce the memorable scene. 

At length his task was done.
Having given the finishing
stroke, he invited a few confiden-
tial friends to a private inspec-
tion. They gazed attentively, and
various remarks were made. 

An observation from one of
them, however, led to unexpect-
ed results. 

The man spoke with great
admiration of a golden chalice
represented as being on the table
at which our Lord and His disci-
ples sat. Its shape, color and size

were all that could be desired. 
“That,” exclaimed the critic.

“is the most beautiful object in
the picture.” 

Hearing what was said, the
artist took up a brush, and dip-
ping it in black paint, deliberate-
ly smeared it over the whole can-
vas. 

He soon explained, “If what
you tell me is true, then my pic-
ture is a failure, for I meant my
Master’s face to be the chief and
most beautiful object.”

All of us are artists; each of us
is painting the picture of life. 

Too often, alas, men make
inferior things the most conspic-
uous objects on the canvas of
their daily history, bestowing
rich colors and careful handicraft
upon trifles. 

But the Saviour should be the
grand center of our souls, and
should have our chief and first
attention. —T. Stevenson.

What is the focus of your ‘painting’?

Signs offer wisdom, humor
Sign over the fireplace of

Hind’s Head Hotel near London:
“Fear knocked at the door. Faith
answered. No one was there.”


Seen on a car license plate

frame: “Next time you think
you’re perfect, try walking on
water:


Sign outside Taylorsville, Md.,

United Methodist Church: “Life
stinks? We have a pew for you.”


Sign outside Calvary Baptist

Church, Dedham, Mass.:
“We may not be Dairy Queen

but our Sundays are great.”


Sign displayed at Wallingford
Chevron, Seattle, Wash.: “Hold
the door open for a clown. It’s a
nice jester.”


Outside sign at St. Malachy’s

Catholic Church, Madrid, Iowa:

“Souled out. Kneeling room
only.”


Sign outside Church of God of

Prophecy: “Every day above
ground is a good one.”


Sign outside Taylorsville, Md.,

United Methodist Church:
“iPod ... iPad ... Try I pray.”


Valentine’s Day sign outside

Lititz, Pa., Moravian Church:
“Come in for a holy hug.”


Sign outside a RE/MAX

Realty Group sign for the sale of
a house near a cemetery: “Quiet
neighbors across the street.”


Tag inside boy’s shorts: “Size

3-4 Y. 100% polyester. Wash
inside out. Remove child before
washing. Made in China.”

—From The Joyful Noiseletter
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By Ann Clark
God has put spe-

cial abilities in each
of us and expects
certain returns on
those talents.

People are so var-
ied, and so are the
talents — artists,
people in construc-
tion, accountants,
mothers, fathers,
teachers, pastors,
missionaries, cooks,
doctors, nurses, on
and on and on —
innumerable.

Yet, each and
every “talent” can be
used to bring a
“return” for the Lord.
Your talent may
actually be more
valuable than money.

Don’t get me
wrong. We must be
good stewards of our
resources as well as
our individual tal-

ents. Remember God
has blessed you with
both.

Because you have
said, “God, You are
my God,” He will be
your God of divine
happenings. He will
place you at the right
place at the right
time, where you will
meet the right peo-
ple, do the right
things and perhaps
even escape danger!

You may not
know where all of
the great opportuni-
ties are, but God
does. 

He was the one
who put in you the
skills, talents and
gifts that you have,
and He knows where
you need to be, when
you should be there
and what you need to
be doing to be truly

fulfilled yourself and
to fulfill God’s call-
ing for your life!
God is the one who
gifted you, and He is
the one who expects
a return.

There is a lady in
our church who is a
great cook — now in
her 80s, she is still
cooking, sharing
with shut-ins and
neighbors, giving
teas, coffees, show-
ers, in general shar-
ing her “talent” of
preparing food to
spread love through-
out the city.

People in the
church and commu-
nity all know her as
one with an extreme-
ly generous heart —
she just never seems
to tire of sharing her
“talent.” She certain-
ly hasn’t hidden her
talent.

There is another,
who is in a wheel-
chair, but never
misses Sunday Bible
Study or church, and
is always cheerful.
She smiles, greets,
and in general just
makes you feel good.
What a talent!

The boys who
mow our grass
around our condos
— they always do
that “little extra” —
for instance, they
moved the garbage
container from the
street back to where
it belonged.

It could have just
been shoved out of
the way, but it was
put back where it

belonged.
They are always,

smiling, whistling or
singing as they work.
What a joy to have
them around! I’ve
seen them stop and
pull a tiny weed out
of the flower bed or
lawn that could have
easily just been
mowed over, but it
was removed. They
are using their abili-
ties to the fullest.

I could go on and
on, but as you picture
these in your mind I
am sure you will
think of many, many
others — and can’t
you just hear the
Lord saying to these
people, “Well, done
thou good and faith-
ful servant, enter into
thy rest.”?

Everyone has
some sort of ability

— don’t hide it. We
may never know
what that smile to a
very harassed clerk
did for her that day,
or what that bowl of
soup meant to a
weary and ill neigh-
bor, or how those
words of encourage-
ment to a youngster
helped mold his
future. 

We may never
know what the “divi-
dends” garnered
from the use of our
“talent” have
brought to the
Kingdom, but God
does.

Praise the Lord,
that way He gets all
the glory and we
don’t get puffed up.
One way to give
glory to God is
through the talents
He has given us.

Talents come in many forms

God blesses us so that we can bless others
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February Birthdays
1 Cindy Burns
1 Mike Collie
2 Virgil Orr
2 Harold Shrell
2 Ivin Hood
3 Carole Elkins
3 Susan Stutson
4 Beth Riley
5 Kay Naff
5 Janie Cherry
6 Alice Brazzel

6 Shirley Pesnell
6 Jackie Robbins
9 Pat Tippit
10 Rusty Mabry
10 Pat Dickson
10 Janece Miller
12 Randy McWhorter
13 Wayne Parks
14 Carolyn Fleming
14 Jim Watkins
14 Lynne Pippen

16 Robert Hearn
17 Rita Belding
17 Howard Whitlock
18 Fredric Hoogland
18 Mary Jane Rogers
19 Cindy Austin
19 Linda Evans
20 Tommy Gregory
20 Sue Moore
20 Harold Naff
22 Zilla Cone

22 Kay Lynn Tettleton
23 Nita Mobley
24 Becky Strozier
24 Beverly Beasley
25 Reagan Sutton
26 Jeraldine Tolar
26 Nelda Neal
27 Claudette Christian
27 Billie Dawkins
27 Dottie Ferrington
28 Phillip Washington

February Anniversaries

Congratulations!!!

Temple Baptist Church

1515 S Service Road West
Ruston, LA 71270

1 Joy and Leonard Faulkner (1956)
3 Patsy and Wayne  Causey (1956)
7 Hilda and Mack Estes (1970)
14 Louise and Bud Alexander (1959)

17 Jean and Ronnie Cole (1968)
21 Joyce and Reagan Sutton (1958)
26 Mary and Billy Wilkinson (1960)

If you would like your birthday and/or anniversary added to the lists published 
each month in Senior Heartbeat, please call the Church Office (255-3745).


